
In name of people 

 

Article (9) for 2015 

According to authority granted to us on  item (1) of article (10) of  Kurdistan regional 

government modified  law numberd (1) for 2005 , and based on legislations of Kurdistan’s 

parliament  session numbered (9) on the 21
st
 of April,2015 , we issued the following laws :  

Law number (5) for 2015 to protect Rights of Minorities at Kurdistan Region of Iraq 

 

Chapter (1) 

Article (1) 

Definition of Terms : 

I. The Term government refers to government of Kurdistan region 

II. Minorities: are ethnic groups such as Turkman, Chaldan, Serien, Assurian, 

Armenian, and other religious groups such as 

(Azeedi,Christian,Mandain,Kakei,Shabak, Faileen, Zardashti who are citizens 

at Kurdistan region. 

Article (2)  

This law is implemented on all citizens of Kurdistan region – Iraq  

 

Chapter (2) 

Article (3) 

Kurdistan regional government guarantees full equality of minorities at the region of 

Kurdistan: 

III. The government protects the right of any individual who belongs to a minority 

the right of equality and equal opportunity in all political, social, cultural, in 

all aspects of life for any member of minority group through effective policies 

and legislations. The government also guarantees participation in decision 

making process in any issue related to them. 

IV. Any form of discrimination against any member of minority group is 

prohibited and any breach will be punished according the law. 



V. Prohibiting any kind of media campaigns whether political or religious which 

may instigate violence, hatred, and marginalization based on ethnic, racial, 

and religious biases. 

VI. Preventing any behavior or negative policies which is aim to make 

demographic change at areas that belong to a specific minority group. And 

prevents any kind of property ownership which aims to change urban 

historical demographical minority of specific area which belong to specific 

minority group under any reason. 

VII. Handling any breaches of any minority group and make sure all remains and 

relics which cause demographic change is removed. And reimbursing them if 

it was impossible to maintain the previous conditions before damage. 

VIII. The government takes into consideration the local conditions, social relations, 

and economic interests, as well as traditions and culture of minorities when 

setting administrational and election units, economic development plans, 

development of urban and rural residential areas. 

IX. The government of Kurdistan regional encourages minorities of Kurdistan 

who were forced to escape their ancestral land to return back to their original 

cities and protect their rights. 

X. The government of Kurdistan protects the right of minorities to speak their 

mother language through education, media, and cultural channels. 

XI. The government allows opening specific department s for minorities 

languages to be taught at Kurdistan universities, as well as allowing 

establishment of special linguistic scientific academies according to their 

need. 

 

Article (4) 

 

XII. Every individual has the right to reveal his religious identity and protect his 

ethnic identity to a specific minority group and this exclusive right that cannot 

be taken away. 

XIII. Every minority group is equal to majority and the freedom to practice basic 

freedoms such as freedom of through, freedom of expression, freedom of 

establishing associations and unions, freedom of religion, and government of 

Kurdistan equally protect all these freedoms equally.  

XIV. Every minority group has the freedom to express his traditions and culture, 

and government protects the religious and cultural heritage for minorities.  

XV. Members of a specific minority group has as the freedom to name themselves 

after their iconic or historical figures, and also they can name the streets and 

building at their neighbors after their iconic figures according to  laws. 



XVI. Minority groups have the right to enjoy special vacations in any religious and 

ethnic occasions and these vacations are considered official for them. 

 

 

Article (5) 

 

XVII. All organizations and institution which are representing specific minority 

group and religious buildings has the right to create educational and cultural 

bridges with their partners who has the same ethnic, religious interests. And 

their right to participate in international or regional protocols is protected by 

the government. 

 

Article (6) 

 

XVIII. According to the implemented laws, minority groups have the right to 

participate in legislative and executive authority of Kurdistan regional 

government. 

XIX. At areas heavily populated by minority groups, they have the right to 

participate in administration of governmental institute according to law. 

 

 

Article (7) 

 

Any legal texts that contradict with this law are  invalid. 

 

Article (8) 

 

The concerned authority should implement this law. 

 

Article (9) 

 

This law is valid from the day it is published at Kurdistan facts which is an 

official newsletter 

Massoud Barazani  

President of Kurdistan Region 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The purpose of legislations 

  

The reason behind issuing this legislation is to guarantee and protect political, 

social , cultural,  economic, civil rights of minorities according to internal and 

international laws. Also to promote the spirit of respect, peace, and tolerance 

among citizens of Kurdistan region  


